VOYAGING INTERVIEW

Learning the stars

Circumnav-
igator Greg
Carroll uses
a crcum-
navigation
to learn the
stars, swim
with sharks
and drink
plenty of
espresso

Ail circumnavigators have
place on the globe
which, when revisited, marks
the official end of a circum-
navigation. For Greg Carroll
and his steady crewman
Jonathan Lewis, the finish line
was in Antigua in mid-March
of this year. They completed
the 27,111-mile voyage aboard
Carroll’s German Frers-
designed Swan 51 Alpheratz.
Carroll and Lewis (and a
clutch of friends and relatives
who joined in on various legs)
averaged an impressive 7.8
knots on their circumnaviga-
tion. Carroll is the former
owner of Rumery’s Boatyard in
Biddeford, Maine. Lewis is a
student at Dalhousie University
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, who
took three years off to complete
the voyage. Carroll has a Web
site with the log from the trip

at www.oncearound.org.
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Why did you go
voyaging? What

inspired you?

I always wanted to go

voyaging. I wanted to
do the circle of the Adantic.
Then I did it and it just lit
the fire.

What do you like

about voyaging?

I love being out in the

blue. I like the daily
focus and the routine. Life is
very straightforward when you
are on the ocean, there are very
few diversions. You get rid of all
the unimportant stuff. I love
the stars and I worked hard to
learn the 88 major stars. After
thought I learned them all, I
would go back and try to name
each one. We even saw an
eclipse at sea. It was overcast all

day long, then cleared up an
hour before the eclipse.

What gear didn't you

take with you that you
wished you had?

We didn't take an air

compressor. That was
too bad because we did a lot
of diving. We didnt have a
genset and had to run the
engine two hours a day to
charge the batteries.

What about alternative

power?

No, we didn’t use alter-

native power. I need
130 amps for two to four

Above, Jonathan Lewis, left, and Greg
Carroll. Left, Carroll's Swan 51 — his
passion for the night sky is reflected
by the boat's name, Alpheratz, one

of the 57 navigational stars.
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hours. 'm not going to do that
with solar panels or a wind
generator. We had some power
intensive gear. One of the most
important pieces of gear was
our Nespresso espresso
machine. It takes a lot of
power, using 53 amps for a
couple of minutes.
How did you manage
your electrical needs?
We have a 160-amp,
24-volt alternator on
the Perkins engine. The boat
has a 24-volt electrical system.
When we used shore power, we
hooked it to the Mastervolt
battery charger and ran the
inverter off the batteries. This
battery charger can take just
about any input configuration.
What do you carry
for safety gear?
We have a Givens
eight-man life raft. In
our ditch bag we have a hand-
held GPS, a VHF and a hand-
powered desalinator. The boat
is equipped with an ACR-406
MHz EPIRB. For storm con-
ditions we have a Galerider
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drogue and a
Para Anchor
sea anchor. We
never had to
deploy either
the drogue or
the sea anchor.
What
about
dealing with
weather?
We
used
the OCENS
software and downloaded
GRIB files. We also used
Commanders’ Weather serv-
ice as well. We never really
were surprised by weather
since we really planned the
trip around getting the good
weather. We used Jimmy Cor-
nell’s book and followed his
routes. We were surprised off
the Cape of Good Hope. We
had gusts over 60 knots.
What were your
worst moments on
the trip?
In the Galdpagos
every system broke.
It was like we went through
a time warp. The gooseneck
broke, the refrigeration was-
n’t working (Lewis dove and
discovered a blow fish stuck
in the intake), the water-
maker needed some major
service. We got the goose-
neck reattached to the mast
and Hall Spars made us a
spare gooseneck.
The other worst
moment was when we
lost the cutlass bearing at sea

on the way to Australia. I had
to dive to repair it. It had
come out of the strut that
holds the prop shaft. I had to
use hose clamps to hold the
bearing in the strut. With this
setup we couldn’t put the
engine in gear. Only used it
once for propulsion, when we
got near the dock. The spin-
ning hose clamps made a mess
of the strut.

What were the best

moments?

Landfalls are always

wonderful. Landfall in
the Marquesas was really spe-
cial. Our arrival in Cape Town
was really great. Diving with
about 70 hammerhead sharks
in the Cocos Islands off Aus-
tralia was a great experience.

Did you take any

sextant sights?

We had a sextant

aboard, but it didn’t
get much use. Andy Lindsay
(one of the crewmembers for
the Indian Ocean leg) used it,
but he hasn’t done the reduc-
tions yet. I think he took
them in the Indian Ocean.

What are your future

voyaging plans?

I would like to go

back to the South
Pacific. The Marquesas Islands
are paradise. I would also like
to do a figure eight of the
Atlantic: from Maine to the
Azores, to the Canaries, to
Brazil, to Cape Town and then
back. Saint Helena is a won-
derful island, the lushest place

I've ever seen on the globe. m

Left, like most
voyaging
boats, the nav
station on
Alpheratz is
loaded with
electronic gear.
Above, Carroll
with one of the
most important
pieces of
equipment
from his cir-
cumnavigation:
the espresso
machine.
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